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at Copenhagen; my object being to persuade the Em-
peror to trust himself to Count Witte and afford him
full scope for carrying out his programme. Several
letters of this nature were written by the Empress to
her son, but, apparently, ;vith no lasting effect. Count
Witte himself was not only fully cognizant of the diffi-
culties of his task, but was less and less sure cf being able
to finish it successfully.
The Manifesto of the 30th October, had it been pro-
mulgated six months earlier, as a spontaneous act
prompted by the Czars own sense of justice, might have
conciliated the discordant elements as Count Witte
had expected ; but, as it was, that act was considered
by the revolutionary party as having been forced upon
the Emperor by the pressure of the general strike. That
party openly declared that it would not be contented
xvith the concessions already granted by the imperial
power, and that the same method would be employed
to wrest from that power other and more sweeping
privileges.
The revolutionary agitation wras rekindled, but, at
the same time, it was countered by a movement which
arose from the sufferings inflicted by the strike upon
the population of the provinces. This counter-move-
ment was cleverly fostered by the reactionary party,
which had founded a vast association, called the u League
of the Russian People." This league, with the con-
nivance of the local authorities, organized the so-called
u black hundreds," composed cf the dregs of society
and charged with the job of instigating anti-revolu-
tionary disturbances. Far from putting an end to the
crisis, the act of October 3oth seemed destined to create
a new condition of extreme agitation; in fact, the first
three months following the granting of the constitution